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The PACE/USC Rossier poll

• Registered California voters.
• Annually (mostly) since 2012.
• Online poll conducted by Tulchin Research.
• Mixture of new and legacy questions on state and national education 
policy issues. 
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Five key findings
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1. There is growing pessimism about the 
direction of California and its public schools.
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… and parents’ pessimism increased sharply
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2. Voters have strong concerns about both gun 
violence in schools and the affordability of higher 
education and prioritize K‐12 and higher 
education over early childhood.
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Gun violence looms large
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K‐12 and higher education are top priorities



Policy Analysis for California Education

3. Voters express negative opinions about 
higher education, especially the fairness of 
private college admissions.
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Voters are increasingly skeptical of admissions 
preferences for certain groups
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4. Voters support an increase in educational 
spending and multiple approaches to paying for 
that spending.
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Strong support for a proposed bond measure
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Weaker support for the split roll
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5. Voters are concerned about teacher shortages 
and are strongly supportive of increasing teacher 
salaries.
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Salary is a main reason voters would 
discourage young people from being teachers
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Up Next…!

Breakouts 1:15‐2:45

Part 2: Developing 
Systems to Serve 
Students with 
Disabilities

Sycamore
(Upstairs)

Supporting Schools 
and Districts in 
Continuous 
Improvement

Magnolia Ballroom
(Here)

Making College 
Affordability a 

Reality for California 
Students

Alder
(Upstairs)


